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New Year Vision

I met John and Shirley, both volunteers for Manos International, while
doing an internship in Hangzhou. | was curious about NGOs and kept
asking them about Manos, but they always turned me down, saying
“it's a long story.” After meeting them | sent them a letter by chance
- and got something magical.

Written & Photos by ({E& , BIF3EIR ):
Ally Huang ;ﬁ%ﬂﬂ

| got a reply from John - it turns out he
was the founder of Manos and Shirley was
in charge of the China branch - and got
introduced to the NGO in detail. | got a call
later from Shirley in California, who invited
me to Shijiazhuang over the National Holiday
to find out more about Manos’ projects.

[t was this trip to Shijiazhuang that made me
a member of the Manos family. Even today,
[ still remember all the flags of the world
hanging from the classrooms; the look of
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confidence, passion and optimism in the eyes
of the children | spoke with; and a bag full of
study materials from the Embassy of South
Africa lying on a classroom table. All the
details reminded me of the spirit of Manos'’
vision of education for the greater good.

In the last five years, every volunteer that
has helped with Manos has clung to the
organization’s mission: to connect the world
through sharing culture, ideas and education.
We initiated a cultural education program
for kids in underdeveloped regions, offered
opportunities like the Student Educational
Experience (SEE) to broaden their horizons
and build the optimism needed to break

the cycle of poverty in their ows
"™ communities. In the process, | met =

lot of people with the same dream
as me as my understanding
; of public welfare education
deepened. Looking back, | hawe
TAKE LAST YEAR FOR AN EXAMPLE:

learned a lot.

In March, the community centes
became a Romanian castle with delicious
food, musical performances and visits from
historical and ﬁctional characters like C:_”

into a qu fledged cultural experience. Ths
continued into May, when Manos organiz==
an Olympics Camp to celebrate tne
completion of four country learning bloces
(Romania, Turkey, Australia, and Nepal) in ==
Cultural Education Program.

Come June, there was a special “mini-cz
field trip during which the students wes=
allowed to explore following their Mexcs
course. Also, twelve lucky students were 2=
to travel to Beijing in the Student Education=
Experience (SEE) program and see sites =
the Great Wall, Tian'anmen Square and ==
Beijing Museum of Natural History.

With the arrival of 2016 we hope the chilares
at Manos International can continue ==
gain more knowledge in the CEP and ==
programs. Each and every volunteer =
Manos helps the children to grow and lezs
about themselves, spreading the importancs
of sharing and communication, and «
look forward to continuing our work. Trh=
is also a new program, the Manos Choir =2
Retirees, providing activities for the eldery & :
mountainous areas.
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The implementation of CEP at Manos cows
not have been possible without the 22 &
our donors, who we thank for their suppas
this past year. As we Manos volunies
always say “Do what you can, when yc, cam
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bout Manos | &F Manos

2nos International is a fully volunteer-run
n-profit organization that provides enriching
ucational, cultural, and youth development
ograms for children in poor, remote areas.
=nos was founded in 2001 and registered as a
1(0) 3) NPO in 2005.

vou would like to be our supporters or know
re stories about manos, please feel free to
"ite to me at 763714348@qg.com or visit our

Scan our QR code
You can follow us on WeChat.
Our official account is Manos.
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